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LUKE xix. 5. 


ZACCHEUS MAKE HASTE AND COME 
DOWN, FOR To Day I MUST ABIDE 
AT THY Hovse. 


HE many pious Inſtitutions eſta- 

bliſhed in this great and opulent 
City for the Relief of the Indigent and 
Diſtreſſed; and the frequent Returns of 
theſe Solemnities for the more effectually 
carrying them into Execution; in which 
the Nature and Duty of Charity are ſo 
forcibly inculcated and imprinted upon 


your Minds with all the Strength of Rea- 
ſon and Argument, have left ſo little new 


Matter for me to offer to your preſent 
Conſideration ; that I ſhall venture to de- 
viate from the uſual Method of diſcour- 
ſing upon this Occaſion ; and inſtead of 
laying before you the Nature and Proper- 

ties 
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ties of Charity, the Obligations we lie 
under as we are Men, and as we are Chriſ- 
tians to the conſtant and chearful Per- 
formance of it, I ſhall attempt to draw 
the Character, and hold forth to your 
View the Portrait of a Perſon very emi- 
nent for the Diſcharge of this Duty. 


TE Out-lines of this amiable Charac- 
ter and Picture are already marked out 
by the inſpired Pencil of St. Luke, it re- 
mains for me only to fill up the void 
Spaces in the Piece, but it muſt be with 


much fainter and more imperfect Colours. 


| Loox up then into that ſpreading Syco- 


more Tree, on whoſe Branches you may 
perceive a Man who looks down with an 


eager, Curioſity ; obſerve how he ſupports 


himſelf with his Hands, and how he ad- 
vances his Body in order to take a full 
View of Him he ſo long wiſhed to ſee. 
What Joy, and Pleaſure is painted in his 
Face, ariſing, from the pleaſing Hope that 
| he 
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he ſhould no longer be debarred the pious 
Satisfaction of ſeeing a Sight he ſo ar- 

dently defired? He is not fruſtrated in his 

Hopes nor diſappointedin his Expectations. 

For behold a great Croud advancing, and 

in the midſt of the Multitude ſee 7ęſus of 
Nazareth the Son of God : The Miracles 

that he had wrought and the many won- 

derful Things related of him had reached | 
the Ears of Zaccheus ; who being, as on 
may obſerve, a Man little of Stature, was | 
determined, at the Peril and Hazard of his 

Life, to take a full and perfect View of fo 

divine and truly celebrated a Perſon. Such 

a lively Faith and fo laudable a Curioſity 

could not poſſibly eſcape the Notice of our 

bleſſed Lox D. For ſee how he ſtops under 

the Sycomore Tree making Signs to him 

with his Eyes and Hands to come down, 

which are ſoon followed by theſe 2 
Expreſſions: Zaccheus nale haſte and 

come down, for to Day 1 muſt abide at 


thy Houſe, 


The 
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Tun Omniſcience of our bleſſed Lox p 
enabled him to ſee into the Heart of 
Zaccheus.—He at firſt Sight fully com- 
prehended the Goodneſs and Uprightneſs 
_ of his Intentions.---That it was not an 
idle Curioſity which had led him into fo 
exalted and dangerous a Situation, but a 
hearty Deſire to ſee him, that he might 
be able, during the Remainder of his Life, 
to tell his Friends and Acquaintance that 
he had once ſeen a Man, who made it 
the whole Buſineſs of his Life 20 go about 
doing Good. How. great muſt have been 
the Tranſport he felt in his Heart, when, 
not expecting that Jesvs would even caſt 
up his Eyes towards him, he hears him 
addreſſing himſelf to him in the moſt fa- 
miliar Terms! Our bleſſed Lok p, you ſee, 
did not ſtay to be invited by him, but 
knowing his Affection, by the eager De- 
fire he had to ſee him, invited himſelf ; 
being reſolved to pay with-ample Inte- 
reſt the magnificence of the Entertain- 


ment that ſhould be given him; for 
it 


E253 
it was not poflible the holy Jxsus 
could be outdone in conferring Benefits 
and Favours. Zaccheus makes him an 
Entertainment to nouriſh his Body, and 
in Return receives ſuch ſpiritual Refreſh- 
ments as ſanctified his Soul. He opened 
his Doors to the Saviour of the World 
and his Apoſtles, and Salvation en- 
tered with them. He was at ſome ſmall 
Expence to treat his Lok p, and gained 
Heaven by fo prudent a Diſtribution of 
his Goods. And here might we not na- 
turally expect to ſee the whole Multitude 
that ſurrounded our bleſſed LoxD upon 
this Occaſion, expreſſing, in their Looks 
and Geſtures, the moſt lively Marks of 
Joy and Gladneſs, on obſerving the 
infinite Condeſcention of our bleſſed 
LokD in taking ſuch particular Notice of, 
as well as the Readineſs and Alacrity of 
Zaccheus, in accepting the Honour that 
was intended him ; for he made haſte and 
came down and received him joyfully. 
But a Behaviour, the very reverſe of what 

might 


8 
might have been expected, took Place up- 
on this tender and intereſting Interview; 
for St. Lake tells us, - -that when they 
Jaw it they all murmured, ſaying, That 


he was gone to be Sages with a Man, that 
1 @ Sinner. 


Tuls is not the firſt nor the laſt In- 
ſtance of Deluſion, that has happened to 
the Multitude ; which may teach us, that 
the antient Plains of Jericho had no better 
Title to Infallibility, than the Palaces of 
modern Rome. A Conduct ſo ſtrange and 
unaccountable would aſtoniſh and ſur- 
prize us, did not St. Luke clear up this 
Difficulty, by telling us he was Chief among 
the Publicans; very probably a Roman 
Knight, a middle Rank of Men at Rome 
between the Senators and People, inſti- 
tuted by Romulus the Founder of the 
City ; and to whoſe Care about this Time 
we find the Collection of the publick Re- 
venues was generally intruſted. The 
Publicans, you ſee then, were the Farmers 

or 


1 


or Receivers of the Taxes and Cuſtoms 
exacted by the Roman Emperors in the 
ſeveral Provinces ſubdued by their Arms. 


Zaccheus was ſettled in this Employment 
at this Time in Jericho, and was become 


obnoxious to the Jews in all probability 
upon no other Account than that of the 
Office he exerciſed among them. For 
the Jews, who called themſelves the Peo- 
ple of Gop, bore with greatImpatience the 
Tributes that were laid upon them; and 
therefore looked upon the Farmers and 
Collectors of them as Perſons, with whom 
they would hold no' manner of Conver- 
ſation. Hence Publican and Sinner be- 
came ſynonymous Terms among the 
Jews ; and the very Office, not the Abuſe 
of it, made, in their Eſtimation, the Man 
a Sinner: but in this they were groſsly 
| miſtaken; for the Profeſſion, far from 
being reproachable in itſelf, ought to be 
conſidered as abſolutely neceſſary to the 
Being and Support of a State. Princes, 


* 
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in order to ſupport the Charges of the 
State, to defend it againſt Enemies abroad, 
and to maintain Tranquility at Home 
are obliged to lay Taxes and Impoſts 
upon their Subjects ; and when fairly and 
candidly levy'd, and honeſtly and properly 
apply'd, become beneficial to the People, 
by the Protection and Security they reap 
from them, 


Tur Jews were a ſelfiſh and narrow-- 
minded People, and they could not give 
ſtronger Proofs of it, than by confining 
Virtue and Goodneſs to any Profeſſion or 
Place, to any one Sect or Country; all Na- 
tions, all Profeſſions and Sects affording 
us numberleſs Inſtances to the contrary. 


VIR Tu and Vice are the Growth of 
every Country ; they are to be met with 
amongſt all Degrees and Orders of Men, 
in all Places and in all Ages of the 
World ; and it is our proper Buſineſs and 


Duty to encourage and promote the 
one 


( 27 ] 
one whereſoever we find her,:and to fly 
from and diſcountenance the other in 
every Rank and Condition of Life. 


ALL the Inhabitants: of this World 
were made out of the ſame Clay, and 
faſhioned by the ſame gracious Hand; the 
Almighty Maker has imparted to every 
Man the Senſe to diſtinguiſh between 
Good and Evil, and therefore the Publi- 
can, if it be not his own Fault, may be as 
honeſt and upright as the Prieſt, and have 
his Share in theſe bleſſed Words, Well 
done good and faithful Servant, enter thau 
into the Joy of the Lord. 


I nave dwelt the longer upon this 
publick Part of the Character of Zac- 
cheus, as it was the only one the Jews 
could object to, and to ſhew you likewiſe 
with how little Reaſon they did ſo. I 
come now to preſent him to you in a 
Light, that Jews, Turks, Infidels, and 
Hereticks muſt admire: Hear him ſpeak 
for himſelf. And Zaccheus ſtood and ſaid 
| C unto 
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unto the Lon b. Behold, Lord, the 
half of my Goods I give to the Poor. 
What a glorious Object have I now 
placed before your Eyes, an Object which 
the Son of God looked upon with Sa- 
tisfaction and Pleaſure. 


Ar TENTIVELY therefore conſider, and 
view him, breaking through all the 
Shackles and Impediments the Love of 
Riches placed in his Way'; caſting his 
Bread upon the Waters without any ſor- 
did Hopes of receiving it again ; ſcatter- 
ing it among thoſe that could not repay 
him, for he ſcattered it among the Poor : 


View him enquiring after, and diligently 


ſearching for, every Object of Diſtreſs; 
viſiting every obſcure Corner in Jericho, 
and the uncomfortable Habitations of the 

Miſerable.; entering into the Houſes of 
Mourning, in preference to thoſe of 
| Feaſting ; liſtening to, and following the 
_ piercing Voice of Lamentation and Wo; 


pouring Wine and Or Rory Wound 
he 
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he met with in his Way, and reſtoring, 
by his Bounty, to Life and Health, thoſe 
that were ready to periſh, 


Is there any Thing in this World 
more delightful than contemplating the 
Actions of a Man like this; attending 
him in the Purſuit of ſuch divine Ex- 
erciſes, and treading as near as we can 
in his Steps ? 


Bur more particularly let us, that are 
here now aſſembled, attend him in the 
two following laudable Purſuits. Let 
us enter with him into the Houſe of the 
induſtrious but indigent Artificer, who is 
ſcarce able to ſupport himſelf and Family 
by the utmoſt Exertion of his Induſtry 
and Strength ; let us enquire with him 
into the Number and Neceflities of his 
Family; and after being well and faith- 
fully informed in every Particular it was 
neceſſary for us to know, let us join with 
him to make the Father's Heart ſing for 


Joy, 
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Joy, by eaſing him of Part of his Load; 
making a comfortable Proviſion for one of 
his Sons, and doing what he was not in a 
Capacity of doing himſelf ; ſettling him to 
learn the Art and Myſtery of ſome uſeful 
Trade or Occupation, and thereby putting 
him in a certain Way of being an uſeful 
Member of Society; and of providing, 
if he anſwers the good Intentions of ſo 
laudable a Deſign, for the Neceſſities of 
himſelf and his aged and impotent Pa- 


rents. 


.- FRoM Seeds thus ſown Poſterity willreap 

Fruits with Increaſe, by finding thro' our 
Care and Providence, an honeſt and labo- 
rious Set of Men provided to ſupply them 
with the various Neceſſaries they ſtand in 
Need of; a Set of Men who have been 
taught in their Youth to look upon Fraud 
and Extortion as a Crime, and to do as 


they would be done by in every Reſpect. 


LET 


MS 2 
_ LeT us now attend him to more diſ- 
treſsful and agonizing Scenes. The Chil- 
dren are come to the Birth, and there is 
not Strength to bring forth. Trouble and 
Heavineſs are at Hand, and the Snares 
of Death compaſs them round about. 
Root and Branch are in the utmoſt Dan- 
ger from the Violence of the approach- 
ing Storm. Zaccheus hears their Groans 
and haſtens to their Aſſiſtance. Let us 
enter with him for our own ſpiritual Ad- 
vantage and Information, into one of theſe 
Houles of real Mourning and Wo. Po- 
verty and Diſtreſs are viſible in every 
Corner of this wretched Habitation, and 
Want and Affliction reign there together. 


SEE the tender Huſband ſteeped in 
Tears fitting by the diſconſolate Partner 
of his Bed, lamenting his unhappy Fate, 
having it not in his Power to procure for 
her the neceſſary Means of Preſervation. 
Tears and Moans are the ineffectual Re- 
medies he adminiſters to her. In the 

| | midſt 
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midſt of ſo much Diſtreſs how ſeaſonable 
is the Approach of Zaccheus. The Scene 
becomes ſoon alter d, and every Want is 
immediately ſupply'd. Comfort and 
Safety have enter'd with him, for he re- 
ſolves to furniſh every Neceflary, during 
the trying Time of Need, and to defray 
every Charge at his own Expence, ex- 
tending his Attention and Liberality be- 
yond the viſible Objects of this World, 
and ſtretching out his friendly Hand to 
the Being yet unborn. He thinks it not 
ſufficient to weepwith thoſe that weep, but 
adminiſters tothem more ſubſtantial Com- 
forts; provides thoſe Things that are 


. _needful for the Body, and contrary to the 


Example of the unmerciful Prieſt and 
| Levite in the Goſpel, who, like the Senſi- 
tive Plant, avoided and ſhrunk fromthe 
Touch of their wounded and half expiring 
Countryman, thinks it his indiſpenſi- 
ble Duty to approach and relieve every 
Object of Diſtreſs, Pain, Anguiſh, Hor- 
ror, and Deſpair, fly before him, Joy 
| | and 
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and Gladneſs take their Place, and the 
Voice of Thankſgiving ſucceeds that of 
Grief the reviving Mother remem- 
breth no more the Anguiſh for Joy that a 
Man is born into the World, What Heart 
can be inſenſible to the Charms of ſuch a 
Conduct, and what Ear fo unmuſical as 
not to be raviſhed with the Sound of 
theſe melodious Words addreſſed by him 
to the Huſband before he leaves his 
Houſe, See thy Wife and thy Child livetb, 
— Take Care of them, and whatſoever more 
thou ſpendeſt upon this Occaſion, when I 
come again I will repay thee. - 


I MIGHT now go on to preſent him 
to you in the very Act of cloathing the 
Naked, and feeding the Hungry ; viſit- 


ing the Receptacles of the Diſeaſed, the 
Maimed and the Infirm, and the Habita- 
tions of the Unfortunate of every Kind; 
for we may ſuppoſe he left none of theſe 
Things undone; becauſe St. Luketells us he 
was very rich; and a very rich Man, whoſe 
Inclinations 
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Ineli nations are equal to his Wealth, and 
who reſolves to divide his Goods fairly 
between himſelf and the Neceſſitous, 
may liberally contribute towards the 
Support of every Fund eſtabliſhed for 
making a Proviſion for the Poor. But the 
Time will not permit me to lead you 
over ſo extenſive and delightful a Field, 
for I muſt now haſten to lay before you 
the. laſt beautiful Feature in this Piece. 
I have taken any Thing from any Man 
by falſe Accuſation, I reflore him fourfold. 


Zaccheus is a perfect Model in every 
Light, and will bear the moſt critical 
Examination in every Attitude and Situ- 
ation. We ſee now the moſt exact and 
ſcrupulous Juſtice ſucceeding the moſt 
diffuſive and diſintereſted Charity. It was 
no Misfortune to fall into his Hands, for 
thoſe that did ſo, through Miſtake, thro” 
falſe Accuſation, or by any other Means, 
always found- their Advantage in it, for 
it was not his Cuſtom to fit down, like 

an 
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an Uſurer, and calculate arithmetically 
by Pounds, Shillings, and Pence, with 
their various Fractions, what was the 
exact Value of the Wrong done by him, 
leaſt he ſhould over-pay it ; but breaking 
through every mean and ſelf- intereſted 
Propenſity, he reſolves to make * ample 
- Reſtitution, good Meaſure preſſed down and 
running over ;—generoully reſtores four- 
fold, and thus makes his involuntary Op- 
preſſions turn out, not to his own, but to 


the Benefit of the Oppreſſed. 


In a great and trading City like this, 
where buying and ſelling are perpetually 
going on, and where ſo much Buſineſs of 
every Kind muſt be daily tranſacted, the 
Neceflity and Obligation of Reſtitution 
may be profitably and advantageouſly 
enlarged upon to the utmoſt Extent of a 
Diſcourſe from this Place ; but neither 
the Time nor the Occaſion permit it at 
preſent; and yet I hope, nevertheleſs; 
that the powerful Example before us, will 

| D 


have 
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have itz due Weight; and that every 
one who has anfortunately failed in this 
Part of his Duty, will reſtore, if very 
rich, fourfold, or if not in a Capacity to 
do. that, to the utmoſt of his Power ; 
and where no Satisfaction can be made, 
and the injured Parties cannot be met 
with, the beſt and only Way left to ſa- 
tisfy that Debt is by caſting a Sin-offering 
into this or ſome other of the publick 
Receptacles of Charity founded in this 
City ; which thus become uſeful to the 
Rich as well as the Poor ; for while they 
afford Relief to the one, they give the 
others alſo (what they ſometimes may 
want, in Order to quiet their Conſciences) 
an happy Opportunity of diſcharging an 
Obligation, that could in no other Manner 
be done. 


Thave now finiſhed my Piece, and you 
have Zaccheus at full Length before you ; 
and however imperfect the Execution may 

be, yet I preſume he appears, through his 
own 
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own native Worth and Excellence, lovely 
and venerable in your Eyes, and ſpeaks 
more pathetically, and intercedes more 
powerfully with your Conſciences than 
the moſt perſuaſive Words or Arguments: 
I ſhall not therefore venture with any of 
my own weak and imperfect Exhortation, 

to ſtep between you and ſo powerful an 

Interceflor for the Poor, but truſt with 
great Confidence the Succeſs of this Day 
to the Force of his Example and Elo- 
quence, who being dead yet ſpeaketh. 


IT remains only for me now to call 
upon you to join with me in addreſſing 
the Almighty Loxp of Heaven and 
Earth, in the Words of one of our moſt 
excellent Church Collects, very pertinent 
to the preſent Purpoſe. 


O Lokp who haſt taught us that all 
our Doings without Charity are nothing 
worth ; ſend thy Holy Ghoſt and pour 
into our Hearts that moſt excellent Gift 
of 
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of Charity the very Bond of Peace and 
of all Virtues, without which whoſoever 
liveth is counted dead before thee. Grant 
oth wy thine LOOP: Son Jer CHRIsT's 


